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Opposition to Galo Plaza in Eeuador has bheen increasing ap~recizbly since
he took office on 1, September 1948.

2. The Corrmunists are reported to have decided to take advantage of Plaza's
statement that he would not declare the Part: illegal. Ther are acrordingly
endeavoring to organize all nolitiecal oprosition to Plaza into a solid
coalition, and to organize a series of paralyvzing labor strikes.

- 3. On 31 lupust 1948, it was learned that the directors of the Vanguardia
Revoluclonaria Socialista Feustoriana (VRSE), radieal Socialist and pro-
Comrunist party, had prepared to purchase a second-hand orinting press in
Lima, Peru, for the publieation in Eenador of anti-Plaza vropaganda. OSarlos
Guevara Moreno, former Minister of Government under Dr. Velasco Ibarra, was
sald to be the VRSE leader in Guayaquil who would devote himself to the
task of orpanizing nolitical opnosition against Plazd in the Guayagquil area.

4o During the first wee: in Sentember, Comrunist leaders in Tuito made
strenuous efforts to form a coalition with the VRSE, left-wing Socialists,
and radieal Liberals, They spread the rumor that Plaza was going to make
many chanpes in the Government's personnel, howing thereby to creats
discontent. The Communists also capitalized on the growing discontent of
many Socialist and Uiberal members who felt that thelr parties had not
received what they felt to be a just share of povernment vosts. Both thermes
were favorably received, although no concrete steps were taken towards
forming a coalition. The Communists have also steted boldly that the Plaza
administration could not be expected to remain in o°fice for ~ors than six

25X1X months,

- 5. Uocon his return to Juito from Guayaquil on 4 Sentember following the
inauguration of the President, Dr. Antonio Parra Velasco, pro-Communist
Minister of Foreign Relations under Arosemena, imrediately set to work on
plans for his own candidacy for the presidenay. He appointed sore of his
friends to form an unofficlaf® ttee which would swonser this candidacy.
e sxpects to £in? suprnort from the present oprosition groups. Parra Vslasco
has told his intimate friends, ineluding Gnmnnistﬁfﬁt he did not expsed
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Plaza to fuifill his torm of office.

Trring the week of 3 to 14 Uentermer 1943, it was renorbted that the
discontent aminet the Plasa administration aphearsd to have inersasaed
conglderably. Lealers of tha lovimiento Civieo Temosratice Taeional (1con),
Galo Plaza's Party, were revealins this rroving discontent nartienlarly.
Iher had exnect?? that Plaza wo !4 pive nmarticular asttention an nrafzrence
to his own varty, and ecpeeially to those leaTers who had worted the howdest
to bring a%ut his aczession tq prwsr. These leadsrs stiked that the MCDN
w2g the onlv real nolitical shreapth behind Flaza and that, if %e nerlected
this proun, he would £ind himself cornletely abandoned by all nolitical
partiss. - The MCON lealcrs feel that they have been betrave? by Plaza who
has »een £illing mo:t poverrment nosti with nersons who contributed very
little if anything to his elastion., Theose MGDN leaders have Cormed small
op osition rrouns and elaim that the Farty as such is slowly Aisinte:~ating.

Jighin thy Aireetorshin of the MDY, manr leaders commlain that Plaza, aside
fron irmoring the Party on nolitieal appointments, has been rude and abrunt

“with manv o his followsrs. An examnle of this treatment oceurrsd on 10

Senterber 1243 when a Aelepation of the MODN Comrittee, Pgovinee of Imbabura,
requested an interview with Plazma in order to recomrend a person for the nost
of Chief of Segpuridad in the province. The Prasident tent the delegation
walbing for several days, nd then raferrad it to the Vinister of Government
who dismissed the grouwn sum arily and brusquely. After this exnerience, the
head of ths Jelepation, who had been the leader of the MCDH in the Province
of Imbabura, informed othsrs of the Party in Inito that, from that moment on,
he would do all he could to »rorote the fall of Plaza and his Minister of
Government.

On 11 Sentember 1943, the leading members of the MODN in uito held a slosed
meeting in a orivate residence in order to Aiscuss trends within the Party.
During this neeting, many sccusations of betrayal were hurled at Plaza and

there was open talk of displacing him. One merher mentioned the strength

of the Party in Tuito among the oublic and in the Army, skating that once
convineed of Plazals bobtrayal they wo 14 bo sufficiently strong to put hi-

out of oftice. Anoth>r member sugrested that the difficulty mipht he caused

by the fact that, as lony 25 the lational Congress was in secsion, Plaza had

to be carefml not to aopoint too many from his own party, to avoid Congressisnal

- objertions. It was finally aprced that all opnosition within the Tart~ shn-14

be restrained until after Jonsrass had aljournad, in order to julpe Plazals
attitude townrd the Party when free from restrictions. It was also apreed
that a delegation be aporintzd to po to Plaza to explain the eritieal
situation which existad within the MCDN, ‘

This delegation had a lone conference with the President, who received the
delegation in a friendly snirit and listened to thelr comnlaints. Ye then
cxnlained that he was not responsible for the avonintments made by his
mirnistors, but that he woild spealk to them to romedy the situation. Plaza
added that he contemplated inviting all his MCDN friends to his hacienda

for a confidential confersnce. Plaza then ctrbed in g warning manner that they
shonld %eev in mind, clearly, that there wers not povermuental positions for
everyono, '

Party leaders were dissatisfied with ths rosu’ts of the meeting, and arringed
annther conference for 17 September. 1t this second resting, the resident
was oresented with a 1list of apnointrents which the Party demanded as its
share in the Govermment. This list had been nrepared by lenders in ):ito
and it was simmed by fifty presidents of local comrittees., Flaza is
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rewortad to hive statel, "It is Lrue that Lhe T overient helne? me ret into
oguwer, but I ar not married to it. I must work with 2ll the natriots of the
comntry and not just with one wolitieal varty." After 2 ‘wiof disenssion of
the subject, one delzfate said that the deleprition was nlansing to ma'ts ths
VOOV a nermanent noliticnl mrty, to wvhich Plaza is said to have ranlied,
"That is vn to you."

this delepition rebureed to its headquarters eovplotel - deflate?, sine~ it
tnd glaced sverything on this show of force but had aceormlished nothing,

-

Tlazals rocations were very discouracing to the “art: len ors.

In the evening of 17 Benterher, 1 meeting of ahout 1.7ty nmerbers was hzld

in the MCDY headquarters in Tmito. Iuis taldonado Tamayo, fisurative head

of the Party, give a long t21k on the situation and the Party's efforts to
worz with ”laza, and concluded his remarcs by sayins that, from that moment on,
he would Toqd the ovnosition to Plaza, and requested thosc membors whe wo:ld
be with hin to stand . COnly ten steod to be comtbed. In nrivate dise-ssion
follouing the nmeeting, Faldanado wis counseles by manv of his followars that
the time was not opportune, bscause the peovle in general wers still unaware
of any op-osition to Plaza, There uas also some doubt of whather the irmy
elemont could yat be counted unon to waver from its supnort of the Presi‘ent.
Irodintely followine th- eonfersnce between MCDN leaders and Plaza on 17
Sevtember, Plaza extendsd an invitation to sll volitical partiss, inciuding
the ICDH, to present their nlans and ororrars and to ajtend a seriesg of
conferonees with hir in orler te work toward fronter cooporation with the
Government. This invitation wis not favorably receive? by the NCDN, which
felt that Plaza was now trying to rmin support from the Libsral, Soeialist,
and Conservative Parties, all of which he had helped render impotent during
the elections by orranizing the MDY from all the parties mentioned. The
MCDN was told that it should present a program and that it would receive

the same consideration as did the other parties.

The oprosition forees within the MODY hepan to collect noney for their anti-
Plaza program, ond Tuis ialdonado Tamayo assumed the leadership of the
opnosition group and was priven a salary to work on. lHe has apnroached the
Socialist Partr, to which he formerly belongedand is currantly discussing
vars and means of forming a coalition apainst the Government. The Socizlist
Party reacted imradiately and, on 19 Senptember, dispatehed snzelal delegitions
to contact the Party's factions throughout the country. The outward

rission of these delepates is to strengcthen the Party an?! to do eultural

work. It is renorted th-t their mission is actually to orrminize for a "social
ravolntion". Althoneh it is penerally believed that the Soetalist Party is
wlthout funds, it ~rontly apnointed the ahove delesates and nrovided then
with both travelling oxnenses and sizty sueres a day,

Diring the evening of 19 Sentenber, a mesting was hold hetween Comrunist

an? Soctalist leaders in Juito in which the subjects of collaboration arainst
the Govermment an? cooperation in conducting sirikes were discussed. The
leaders “inally eame to an agreerent in prineiple, the details of whieh are
not aviilable at the moment.

It is renorted that the ovnosition is wor'ding quickly and encreretically within
the armed forees and the Guardia Civil, It anticinntes that the month of
October 1243 will oresent the hest onortunity for a revolt, as 21l of the
conseripts will have loft the Army, an? the CGuardia Civil, where the opnosition
has its prastest supnort, will be at its stron-wst ratio with the \rmy. On

18 and 19 Sentemver, sevaral confercnces were held by opnosition factions,
seeking to forg a coalition of Iiberal, Socialist, and Communist Parties.
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The ¥GDN, from all prrotical considerations, 1s so badly snlit at this
tlze that it is rendered ineffective nand may searcely he ealled a nolitienl
entity.

25X1A

Comrent: Althourh the public is renerally wnawars of the situation
nad 13 anparently satisfied with the Plaza adminlstration, it is anparent
that a fairl- larre opposition is forming rapidly apainst the adninistration.
Funds are “eing eollected and from unmown soursas. It 1s pointed out that
Galo Flaza came into novwer throurh a very close margin and is apnarently
rapidly losins the support of his ovm ICDN party. The Consevative Party,
the strongest party in Fesador, is not bhelleved to be particinating in the
oomosltion to Plaza, since it is reported to bo content with its nosition,)
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